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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

C\:

Sheppard, Sam
Tuesday, March 22,2011 9:24 AM
Flowers, Pat; Lane, Bob
RE: SB 405 request for information on fences as hazards to floaters

I talked with my staff and have a eall into Jim DeBoer to tap his 35 piius years of knowledge. Here is what N can conne up
wlth. Most if not all of our lssues regarding the intent r:f this hill frave beep"r nrlnor in nature and have been taken care of
with a little cornmunication and wonklng ccoperative|y vaith the landowners" We have requested ser*e and recelved
sorne fensing adaptations or reconfiguratiorrs on the Beaverhead and Eig l-lole rivers. Some of tlre adaptatlons wer€ to
add safety flagging to agricultural wires for safety purposes. t-andownens lrave also switched frorn barbed wire to
srnooth wire and eiectric fence tu non electric fence on the [as't Ga{latin" Son'lE have gon€ ss far as to pnovide ruhhen
hose insulated sections to atfiow f$oaters to easily pass under any fiecessary fences while floating. Some of these fences
are placed across c€rtaln rivens and strearns late in the suffimer during tlrnes cf low flows to prevent livestock from
crossing r.lp or down stneanr of the Nand Sencing. At lower irlqws these tepnporary fences lf built eorrectly wittr fJcater
safety in rnind pose rnlnirral risk on inconvenlencs to the recreatimg ouhllc" Threre is anecdotal lnfcrn'latilon fnorn the
Ruhy river ltears ago abor"rt a fenee that nequired a portage he developed or the fence removed b*.rt tfiar nen:ains

u*:confirrned at this tirne"

Ittly tlhougftts are that at le,ast in Ft3 we ar* adequrately'addressing aill issues that arise current$ withe t*le tools we hawe on
the books and ther,e ls llfiile ne*d for additional legislation o,n this matt€r,. I fear this biil couild actually cr€ats arr

atrnosphere or situatiofll wffrere lando$aners are Nsss t$leralrt aln'r! not so witriling ts woril< ctlcprratively on sofutions.

lf { l"rea,r anytfrim,g more haclk from fu{r" Oe$ner I wltl pass rit on'

Thanks
5arul

From: Flowers, Pat
Sent: Tuesday, March 22,20tt 8:36 AM
Tor Sheppard, Sam
Subjecb FM/: SB 405 request for informaUon on fences as hazards to floaters

f{lSam.

Could you respor"rd to Seb l*aine era his nequest" As I said, I tfr*a.rg[ht we had thr[s issqie on tfie Rr,rby, Courld Vou conflnrm if
that is corrert and w$lEre amd ili th*ere are afiy- othens in the Region, I know this is shgrt noti{e as Eob lleeds this by lroon
today so just do the best'vou can getting thris info recogniring tiruat nt nnright not ho cornpreLrensive.

Thanks,

Pat

Frcm: Rich, Bruce
Sent: Sunday, March 20,
To: Lane, Bob; FWP #Enf Captains;
Ccl Maurier, Joe; Noonan, ArU Risley, Dave; ; Kropp, Jim; Korn, Mike
Subject: RE: SB 405 request for information on to floaters
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Lane, Bob

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Backes, Mike
Tuesday, March 22,2011 8:54 AM
Lane, Bob
RE: SB 405 request for information on fences as hazards to floaters

float-over
Agriculture
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rd this Tuesday, March 22, in Senate

This morning he asked me if the department could er some information about these kind of
fences, Specifically he wanted any data we have or put together about wire fences that have
been a hazard to floaters, such as repods of incidents, plaints about fences as hazard to floaters,
our own obseruation or knowledge about hazardous fe etc, I know that this does not give us
much time but whalever you could put together would be I in giving him a response within the
limited time. lf you don't have available information on the n

Bob, here are the plctures tlrat I discussed in yesterdays ernail. Did you receive yesterdays ernall? I was working at
home cn rny perssnal cornputer wlrich has email probiems at tiires. The one picture is a barb wire fence and tl.re other
a i"rog nanei feRce. Both of these are located on the Tongue River betwee n To*gue River Reservolr and the State {-ine.
flope these are usefr.ll"
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Kenneth "l\4ikeon Bache:s

,Ac1lng Reglon 7 Fisheries ir,4anager

Montar-ra Fish, Wiklilife & Fal'i<s

FO Box 1630
Mlles C.ify, MT. 5930i.
406-2-34-0925

enna:i1: mibackes@ mt,gov

Ftoml Lane, Bob
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2011 5:
To: FWP #Enf Captains; FWP #Fish FWP $FW-Reg Super
Cc: Rich, Bruce; Maurier, Je; Noonan, Risley, Dave; Darling, Jim
Subjecfi SB 405 request for information as hazards to floaters

Ail:

Senator Blewett has introduce SB 405 tha ld require landowners to replace barbed wire,
electrified wire, or woven wire fences across' s that are a hazard to floaters with
cables or float-though gates, The bill witl be
Committee at 3 p,m.

general assessment of this as a problem, or not, in your region,
of incidents and where, provide a



lf you email to me and Bruce Rich
have for Senator Blewett.

Qr+t/
t you have by noon on Tuesday, we

V 6,,h p
tLl

will put together what we

I am taking the liberty of sending this to regional supervisors, warden captains, and fish
managers because there is not much ti This bill has been introduced at essentiallv the last hour,
We will be talking about a depafiment Monday morning. I assume the department will be
informational because this idea has not ussed or vetted with landowners and recreationists.

Robert N. Lane
Chief Legal Counsel
Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
PO Box 20A701
Helena, MT 59620-0701
Phone: 406-444-4045
Fax: 406-444-7456
email: blane@mt.qov
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[.ane. Bob

From:
Sent:
To:
Gc:
Subject:

Liknes, George
Tuesday, March 22,2011 10:58 AM
Lane, Bob
Bertellotti, G"ry; Martin, Mike; Rich, Bruce
RE: SB 405 request for information on fences as hazards to floaters

Bob:
Sorry, I had meant to get back to you yesterday but needed to confer with others first. I will categorize problems and
also instances in at least the lest 5 years that I am aware of that have been addressed jointly by the landowner and FWP
staff"

Recent Problems with fences or obstructicns:
Smith River - typically a barbed wire fence and steel fence posts have been removed in recent springs down by Givens
6ulch Eoat Camp that would pose a hazard to floaters.
Smith River * between the mouth of Hound Creek ancl [den Bridge - landowner placed barbed wire strands across a new
channel that must be taken during k:w water conditions. A partial fence was also placed on the main channel upstream.
The fence was minimally marked, but was in shallaw, slower water where floaters should have an opportunity to react.
Dearborn River - Setween the high bridge and Highway 200, there is a cable that crosses the river along a

fence/boundary line. This cable is dangerous at some flow levels. The landowner is not one that has a good working
relationship with FWP.

0lder issues:

Dearborn River * Just below the molJth of the S. tk Dearborn fiive r on the main Dearborn. Lessee had placed barbed
wire. FWP installed float gate after complaints from canoeist. No recent complaints. Downstream from this site, the
rancher also typically installs panels in the river during calving, but removes them in the spring. Again no recent
complaints, but if they were in there this year, they are a twisted mess!
Dearborn River - Above Highway 287 * Medicine River Canoe Club, ilearborn Rar:ch Co., & tWP worked to remove
barbed wire fences in 2006 that were hazardous to floaters and installed float gates at 3 locations that can be raised to
minimize high water and ice damage. Some repair work has been required. These float gates incorporate sections of
panels made from conduit and barbed wire up on the edges of the stream channel on gravel bars where floaters
would not travelthrough to make them effective fences to keep livestock in a pasture, but still use PVC Conduit to
direct floaters through an area that can be used at almost all flows. I have attached photos of these types of float
gates. lt is important that for these to wark to contain livestock that barbed wire or panels of some sort are
incorporated i*to the edges. Choosing the site for the float gate is also extremely important.
Dearborn River * One float gate up real high in the drainage above the high bridge that was the first installed was
repaired after washing out last year by the Medicine River Canoe Club.
Dearborn River * One or two more float gates in ihe float section between t-lighway 287 and the mouth have been
planned for installation last summer, l:ut were not installed because af a physical injury c,f the rep from the Medicine
River Canoe Club. Most material is in hand.

Lcwer Belt Creek * l'm aware of some fences with little or no marking, but cannot remember any complaints.

Smiih River - historically, several flaat gatns have been installed at different sites. The lacatisns made the gates non-
functisr:al in regards to containing livestock * battom line- they didn't meet the ranchers needs. At one site, the ranch
would have a barbed wire gate that could be dropped during high water allowing passage of floaters, but closed in late
summer and fall" lt did crente problems at times because of fairly high velocities at the fence line.



P) q os q
Manir smaller streams that are typically not floated have barbed wire across them that pose a hazard to kayakers or kick
boaters' Most kayakers that undertake floats on these waters also carry wire cutters to be used as a last resort for the
bottom strand.

I think ;t is irnportant to remernber th*t the designlsolution must allow floaters to navigate through the fence safely
while containing livestock as effectively as possible.

Cheers,

George

George Liknes
Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks
4600 Giant $prings Road
Qreat Falls MT 59405
Phone: (406)454-5855
gliknes@mt.gov

.JPG .JPG DSCNO676.JPG

From: Lane, Bob
Sent: Saturday, Ma 9, 20Lt 5:06 PM
To: FWP #Enf #Fish Mgrs; FWP $FW-Reg Super
Cc: Rich, Bruce;
Subject: SB 405

Noonan, Art; Risley, Dave; Darling, Jim
information on fences as hazards to floaters

Senator Blewett has i SB 405 that would require landowners to replace barbed wire,
fences across streams that are a hazard to floaters with float-overelectrified wire, or woven

cables or float-though gates. bill will be heard this Tuesday, March 22, in Senate Agriculture
Committee at 3

This morning he asked me if the could gather some information about these kind of
fences. Specifically he wanted a ta we have or could put together about wire fences that have
been a hazard to floaters, such as rts of incidents, complaints about fences as hazard to floaters,
our own observation or knowledge a hazardous fences, etc. I know that this does not give us
much time but whatever you could put her would be helpful in giving him a response within the
limited time" lf you don't have available ation on the number of incidents and where, provide a

t, in your region"
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Ail:

general assessment of this as a problem,
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